ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND          UNION
CHAPTER I
THE  TWO  NATIONS  OF  THE  REPUBLIC
"THERE is really no Union now between the
North and the South. . . . No two nations upon
earth entertain feelings of more bitter rancor to-
ward each other than these two nations of the
Republic."
This remark, which is attributed to Senator
Benjamin Wade of Ohio, provides the key to Amer-
ican politics in the decade following the Compro-
mise of 1850. To trace this division of the people
to its ultimate source, one would have to go far
back into colonial times. There was a process of
natural selection at work, in the intellectual and
economic conditions of the eighteenth century,
which inevitably drew together certain types and
generated certain forces. This process manifested